
 
 

Irmo High School  
International School for the Arts 

English 4 CP (1 credit) 
2019-2020 

 
Teacher’s Name: Ashlynn Wittchow       Room Number: 132 
Email:  awittchow@lexrich5.org       Website: https://www.lexrich5.org/Domain/5179  
Phone: (803) 476-3077   

  
Course Description:  This course meets the requirements for English 4. This course is designed to provide intensive 
learning experiences for students in order to enhance and enrich their skills in reading, writing, research, listening, and 
speaking. In this course, students will expand and apply their reading skills through wide and deep reading of literary and 
informational texts. They will gain literary and cultural knowledge, references, and images as well as the ability to 
evaluate arguments and grapple with complex texts. Students will refine writing skills as they craft substantive arguments 
to support their own claims as well as explanatory texts that convey their own complex ideas clearly and accurately. 
Students will participate in research that requires them to gather information, evaluate sources, and cite sources. Students 
will become skilled in determining and clarifying the meanings of words and phrases in order to comprehend complex 
texts and to continue to build an extensive vocabulary. 
  

I. Instructional Goals: The goals for the year are for each student to be an eager reader, a confident writer, an 
inquisitive researcher, and an improved communicator. Specifically, students will:  

a. read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  

b. determine the central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas.  

c. draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
d. integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, visually, quantitatively, and 

orally.  
e. delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as 

well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  
f. demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing and 

speaking.  
g. determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context 

clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as 
appropriate.  

h. produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience.  

i. write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.  
 

II. Course Standards: 
https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/standards-learning/english-language-arts/support-documents-and-resources/ela-stand
ards-by-grade-level/  

 
III. Fees & Explanation: No fees are assessed with this course.  

 
IV. Textbook, Supplemental Materials, and Supplemental Reading(s): Students will be issued a literature book, 

Collections. Various other materials (novels, articles, stories, songs, films, etc.) will be utilized throughout the year 
 

https://www.lexrich5.org/Domain/5179
https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/standards-learning/english-language-arts/support-documents-and-resources/ela-standards-by-grade-level/
https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/standards-learning/english-language-arts/support-documents-and-resources/ela-standards-by-grade-level/


 
 

according to instructional needs.  Possible works include, but are not limited to: Beowulf, The Canterbury Tales, 
“Mallam Sile”, Othello, argumentative speeches: “Who Speaks for the 1%” and “People and Peace, not Profits and 
War”, and various poetry: “When My Love Swears That She is Made of Truth”, “Hatred”, “To An Athlete Dying 
Young”. 
 

V. Other Requirements: A 1” three-ring binder with dividers (one pack), loose-leaf notebook paper, #2 pencils, 
blue/black ink pens, highlighters.  
 

VI. Instructional Organization: Each quarter will include a focus on grammar, word study, research, communication, 
reading, writing, and study skills. Students will be expected to participate in large group discussions, Socratic 
seminars, small group work, independent research and study, and student presentations. Assignments may include 
timed writing, formal essays, speeches, seminars, debates, class discussions, non-fiction and fiction reading 
assignments, and multi-media projects.  
 

VII. Course Grading Policies, Assessments, & Procedures:  Student progress is determined through both 
formative and summative assessments.  Formative assignments include quizzes (vocabulary, reading, skill-based), 
informal writing assignments, and general class work.  Summative assignments may include but are not limited to 
tests, formal writing, research-based products, and culminating products. All graded assignments will fall into the 
following categories which are weighted based on complexity, amount of time required, and overall relevance to the 
course standards:  

 
a. Quarter Grade Distribution: SC Uniform Grading Scale: 

Major Assessments  30% A =  90-100 
Minor Assessments 20% B =  80-89 
Major Projects 30% C =  70-79 
Minor Projects 20% D =  60-69 
  F =  Below 60 

 
b. Year Grade Distribution: 

1st Semester:  2nd Semester:  Final Grade Distribution: 
1st Quarter 40%  3rd Quarter 40% 1st Semester 50% 
2nd Quarter 40%  4th Quarter 40% 2nd Semester 50% 
Midterm 20%  Final 20%   

 
c. Homework: Homework will be regularly assigned to: 1. practice and review skills, 2. complete an in-class 

assignment, and 3. prepare and complete reading and writing projects. 
 

d. Late Work:  Students are expected to manage their time in such a way as to remain current with 
assignments. All work is due at the beginning of the next class meeting, unless otherwise noted.  Students 
will be given a grace period of two classes. The first class the work is late, students will incur a 10 point 
penalty. On the second class the work is late, students will incur a 30 point penalty; the highest grade that 
can be received is a 70 (remember, “D” for deadline).  

 
e. Rubrics:  Rubrics for all projects will be provided to students when the project is assigned. 

 
 

VIII. Absences and Make-Up Policies:  Students will be permitted to make-up work missed due to an absence. If the 
student misses 1 day, the make-up work must be completed within 2 school days. If the student misses 2 or more 

 



 
 

consecutive days, the make-up work must be completed within 5 school days. If circumstances dictate that the 
material which had been missed requires more time to be made up, an extension may be granted at teacher 
discretion to extend the deadline.  

 
Students who miss a proctored assessment due to an absence will need to make up the work after school or at a time 
agreed upon with the teacher within five days of returning to school.  If at all possible, a missed test or due to a 
prearranged absence should be completed before the absence occurs.  

 
Students are strongly encouraged to record all assignments, dates, and grades.  Absent students are expected to 
contact the teacher or a classmate to collect the assignments they miss.  Ultimately, it is the student’s responsibility 
to ensure that all work, especially assignments missed due to an absence, is completed in a timely manner. 

 
IX.  Major curricular topics for the year:  (Plans will be monitored and adjusted based on students’ needs.) 

UNIT POWER STANDARD 
Unit 1  
The Epic: Beowulf 
Research: Careers and Colleges 
EQ: To what extent does our 
society mold our individual 
definition of success? 

RL 5.1 - Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain; investigate multiple 
supported academic interpretations. 
RI.5.1 - Cite significant textual evidence to support synthesis of explicit and 
inferred meaning and/or in areas the text leaves indeterminate; investigate 
multiple supported interpretations. 
W 2.1 - Write informative/explanatory texts that: 
a, Introduce a topic 
b. Use relevant information 
c. Organize to create a unified whole 
d. Use credible and accurate sources 
e. Develop the topic thoroughly with significant and concrete details 
f. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion 
g. Use precise language and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 
manage complexity 
h. Establish and maintain an objective tone 
i. Quote or paraphrase correctly 
j. Provide an effective conclusion 
 

Unit 2  
Frame Story: The Canterbury Tales 
(excerpted) 
Additional texts from Collections: 
“Mallam Sile”,  
Travel project: research, summary 
& creative blog 
EQ: How does culture and time 
period impact traditional roles of 
men and women as well as changes 
in gender roles over decades? 
 

RL6.1 - Analyze the development of related themes across a variety of texts, 
citing evidence to support analysis; provide an objective summary. 
RI 6.1 - Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of a text including how they interact and build on 
one another to provide a complex analysis of the topic; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
W 2.1 - Write informative/explanatory texts.  
 
 

Unit 3  
Argument: “Civil Disobedience” 
“A Modest Proposal”, “Who 
Speaks for the 1%?” 

RI 5.1 - Cite significant textual evidence to support synthesis of explicit and 
inferred meaning and/or in areas the text leaves indeterminate, investigate 
multiple supported interpretations. 

 



 
 

Writing the Argumentative Essay 
EQ: How can our voices be used to 
address injustice, create opposition, 
and encourage resolution to 
problems? 
 

RI 7.1 - Evaluate how the use of different mediums, modalities,, or formats 
impacts the reader’s understanding of events, topics, concepts, and ideas in 
arguments or informative texts. 
RI 11.2 - Analyze and critique the reasoning in historical, scientific, technical, 
cultural, and influential argument writing. 
W 1.1—Write arguments to support claims, using claims and counterclaims, and 
relevant evidence in an analysis of substantive topics or texts. 
W.6.1: Write routinely and persevere in writing tasks over short and 
extended time frames, for a range of domain specific tasks, and for a variety 
of purposes and audiences. 
 

Unit 4  
Shakespeare: Othello 
Tragedy, Tragic hero 
EQ: How do appearance, 
perceptions, and reality interact?  

RL 11.1 - Analyze how point of view and author’s perspective and purpose 
shape content, meaning, and style, supports rhetorical or aesthetic purposes; and 
conveys cultural experience. 
W 2.1 - Write informative/explanatory texts.  
 
 

Unit 5  
Computer generated multi-genre 
author study (student-selected 
author from a course appropriate 
list provided)  
EQ: What happens when belief 
systems of societies and individuals 
come into conflict? 

C 3.1 & 2, 5.1-3 - Communications standards 
RL 7.1 - Analyze the development of theme across diverse media, modality, and 
format. 
RI 7.1 - Evaluate how the use of different mediums, modalities, or formats 
impact the reader’s understanding of events, topics, concepts, and ideas in 
argument and informative texts 
W.6.1: Write routinely and persevere in writing tasks over short and 
extended time frames, for a range of domain specific tasks, and for a variety 
of purposes and audiences. 
 

 
 
X. Classroom Expectations and Consequences  

a. Classroom Rules: 
● Be Polite—treat others with kindness and respect. Talk only with permission. Keep your hands, feet, and 

other objects to yourself. 
● Be Prompt—be in your seat on time. Go to and from the class quickly and quietly.  
● Be Prepared—come to class prepared everyday with all materials.  
● Be Productive—listen and follow all directions given by your teacher the first time.  Participate in all 

class activities.  Do your own work and try your best. Work cooperatively with your peers.  
● Be Professional—respect school property and the property of others. Observe all school rules as 

indicated in the student handbook.  Food or drink is only allowed with permission. All grooming should 
be done in the restroom. Remain in your seat until class is dismissed. 

 
b. Consequences:  For students who choose to not follow the rules, the following consequences may apply 

(not necessarily in this order):  verbal warning, discussion/conference with student, change of seat, parent 
contact, and/or detention. Severe or chronic misbehavior will result in an MBI, detention, or disciplinary 
referral. 

 
c. Electronic device expectations:  Students are expected to use any electronic devices for academic purposes 

only. Electronic devices may not be used in the classroom until the teacher gives permission. Gaming, 
picture-taking, YouTube, social texting, or any non-academic use will not be allowed in the classroom at 
any time except ELT. Consequences for this behavior include losing access to the device for the class 

 



 
 

period, MBI, detention, and/or disciplinary referral. Students should come to class with school devices 
charged.  

 
d. Parent Contact:  Parents and students may contact me with questions, concerns, or would like to set up a 

conference by e-mail or by phone.  
 

e. Student Progress Reports:  Parents can monitor students’ progress by accessing Parent Portal on the IHS 
webpage. Please contact the school for access codes and additional information.  

 
f. Class Webpage:  The class webpage will include general information and links to several enrichment 

websites and activities.  To access the class webpage go to: https://www.lexrich5.org/Domain/5179. 
 

g. Honor Code: In order to foster an environment of mutual trust & respect, we believe, within the community 
of School District 5 of Lexington & Richland counties, each individual should accept the personal 
responsibility to exhibit & promote academic & social integrity. (Policy IKABA) The Academic Honesty 
Policy is implemented to ensure students submit credible work that is evident of their content mastery. 
Students should complete their own work and be evaluated based upon its originality. Every effort should 
be made to avoid academic dishonesty and misconduct in all its forms, including plagiarism, fabrication or 
falsification, cheating, and other academic misconduct.  

 
XI. Academic Assistance and Suggestions for Success: Academic Assistance is available Wednesday afternoons from 

3:45-4:45 and on request. I am happy to schedule additional help time with you after school.  Students are 
encouraged to use Extended Learning Time (ELT), on Mondays and Thursdays from 11:24 - 11:52, to receive 
academic assistance. 
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